De-risking the supply chain: For the benefit of business and the end-consumer

The United Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS) is the sole body recognised by Government for the assessment and verification against international standards of certification, inspection, testing and calibration activities in both the private and public sectors. Accreditation by UKAS demonstrates an organisation’s competence, impartiality and capability, and helps to underpin the credibility of performance, goods and services in both the UK and international arenas. UKAS has an explicit duty to act in the public interest.

Accreditation is a means of assessing the technical competence and integrity of the organisations offering these kinds of evaluation services. Accreditation, with its many potential

benefits for the quality of goods and in the provision of services throughout the supply chain, is underpinning practical applications of an increasingly wide range of activities across all sectors of the economy, from fishing to forestry, construction to communications.

Accreditation is an essential tool for decision-making and risk management. Organisations can save time and money by selecting an accredited and therefore competent supplier. Accurate measurements and tests carried out in compliance with best practices limit product failure and down time and control manufacturing costs. Accredited testing and calibration laboratories can be a good source of impartial advice and knowledge transfer leading to product development opportunities. Accreditation to internationally-recognised standards can provide a competitive advantage and facilitate access to export markets within the EU and beyond. Using an accredited body to carry out an independent evaluation helps demonstrate

due diligence in the event of legal action.

UKAS is firmly committed to raising awareness of accreditation to business and Government Departments.

